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The following statement was released on 7 April 2017, in the light of Fr John 
Reid’s appearance for sentencing at Durham Crown Court: 

Father John Reid, Parish Priest of St Cuthbert’s Catholic Church, Chester-le-Street and 
St Bede’s Catholic Church, Sacriston, was arrested on 21st May 2014 to answer charges 
concerning financial irregularities. This followed an investigation, including an external 
audit undertaken by the Diocesan authorities, who had informed the Charity 
Commission and the Police of their concerns regarding the financial affairs of the two 
parishes. 

Following investigations by Durham Constabulary, it was confirmed that Father John 
Reid was charged on 25th July 2016 with offences contrary to Sections 1 & 4 of the 
Fraud Act 2006. Following his change of plea, Father John Reid was convicted on 20th 
March 2017, and today he was sentenced to 18 months suspended for 2 years.  

Father John Reid withdrew voluntarily from public ministry during the course of the 
investigations, and this has remained in place throughout the court proceedings. 

The Right Reverend Séamus Cunningham, Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, has been 
aware of the situation throughout, and arranged for another priest and Diocesan 
officials to provide pastoral care and support for the parishes of Chester-le-Street and 
Sacriston, as well as for Father John Reid. 

The Diocese has cooperated fully with Durham Constabulary throughout the 
proceedings. 

In his summing up and sentencing, Judge Prince said: ‘Those charged with financial 
responsibility cannot turn a blind eye to the behaviour of a priest. One recognises how 
challenging that would be. There must have been real shock and distress that they had to 
take dramatic steps and commence the process of a much loved priest being charged with 
these offences. There can be no criticism of those who reported this. Those who are 
responsible for reporting are not responsible for bringing Fr John to court.’ 

This has been a very difficult time for the parishioners of St Cuthbert’s in Chester-Le-Street 
and St Bede’s Sacriston, for Fr Reid and his friends. 
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I want to thank our Diocesan Finance Department for their professional and thorough 
handling of this matter, and also the Parish Finance Committee.  I also want to thank the 
priests who have dedicated themselves to helping the parishes during this difficult time and 
those who have supported the parishes on behalf of the Diocese. 

I hope and pray during this Holy Week that the parishioners of St Cuthbert’s Chester-le-
Street and St Bede’s Sacriston will be able to move on together. I also ask for your prayers 
for Fr Reid. May we all find new ways to witness to the Risen Lord Jesus in the Easter days 
ahead. 

With best wishes 

 Rt Rev Séamus Cunningham
Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle
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